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FUNGIPRENEURS International Conference in Palencia: 

A Meeting for Innovation and Sustainability 

 On January 28, 2025, the Yutera Campus in Palencia was the epicenter of a key 

event for sustainable entrepreneurship and social inclusion in the field of 

mycology. The FUNGIPRENEURS International Conference, organized by ECM in 

collaboration with the MEDFOR program and its Winter School, brought together 

more than 20 participants of various nationalities, including representatives from 

Ethiopia and Morocco. This congress has been a turning point in making visible 

the impact of the FUNGIPRENEURS project and the importance of mycology in 

sustainable rural development. 

 

Event highlights: 

🔬 Scientific advances: Dr. Pablo Pinto and his team presented innovative 

research on the role of mycology in sustainability and the circular economy. They 

highlighted their work at the Chair of Mycology at the University of Valladolid, 

where they lead projects to promote mushroom cultivation as an agri-food 

resource in rural communities, including initiatives in Ethiopia. 

The conference also featured the presence of experts in Ethiopia, including 

Demelash Alem, a PhD candidate in Conservation and Sustainable Use of Forest 

Systems at the iuFOR in Palencia. The work in collaboration with researchers from 

the Ethiopian Environmental and Forestry Research Institute (EEFRI) was 

highlighted, strengthening international cooperation in mycological research 

and sustainability. 
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✅ Project impact: Experts such as Jesús Boyano (Disruptia), Darragh Coakley 

(Innoquality Systems), Maria Evgeniou (CSI Center for Social Innovation), Raj 

Sethia (Meta4 Innovations) and Isabel Nunes (Mindshift Talent Advisory) 

discussed the achievements of the FUNGIPRENEURS project and its next steps. 

The role of the program in empowering rural communities and promoting 

sustainable mushroom-based entrepreneurship was emphasized. 

🌍 Key reflections: The debate focused on social innovation in mycology, 

digitalization as a tool for inclusion, and the international impact of the project. 

The session ended with a networking space that allowed for strengthening future 

collaborations. 

FUNGI PRENEURS Integration into MEDFORD Winter 

School 

The MEDFOR Winter School, under the direction of Dr. Felipe Bravo and with the 

coordination of Dr. Pablo Pinto, has established itself as a key space for 

interdisciplinary exchange in sustainable forest management. The 

Mediterranean Forestry and Natural Resources Management (MEDFOR) Master 

is an international excellence program implemented in 2012, which addresses 

the economic, ecological and social challenges of forest management in the 

Mediterranean region. In its 13th edition in 2025, the master's degree brings 

together students from Italy, Bangladesh and Spain, offering top-level training in 
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forest modelling, conservation and natural resource management. Its integration 

into the Winter School has allowed students to connect with international experts 

and innovative projects such as FUNGIPRENEURS, enhancing the impact of both 

initiatives. Both leaders saw in this event a great opportunity both for the master's 

students and for the dissemination and institutional connection of the 

FUNGIPRENEURS project. 

Tools for the Future: Training and Entrepreneurship in 

Rural Areas. 

Thanks to FUNGIPRENEURS, innovative tools have been developed that can be 

used by rural trainers to support vulnerable groups on their path to 

entrepreneurship. These tools include: 

📚 FungiPreneurs Toolkit 

 Interactive methodologies to train vulnerable groups in rural areas. 

 Customizable materials for educators. 

 

🎮 FungiPreneurs Training Route 

 

 Gamification: An interactive method that improves motivation and 

engagement. 

 

 Roadmapping: A dynamic approach to designing flexible training paths 

and fostering collaboration. 

These methodologies reinforce social inclusion by integrating environmental 

awareness and entrepreneurship into daily educational practices. 
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Next Steps: Visibility and Expansion of Impact 

It is now essential to give visibility to the work carried out so that these tools reach 

the maximum number of final beneficiaries. We invite all institutions, trainers and 

entrepreneurs to use these resources and join the FUNGIPRENEURS initiative. 

📢 Share and join the FUNGIPRENEURS community! 

🔗 www.fungipreneurs.eu 

📢 Facebook: FUNGIPRENEURS Project 

 

http://www.fungipreneurs.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/Fungipreneurs.project/

